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Program Committee
for 1980ADE Meeting in Williamsburg
John Y. Simon, president-elect of ADE, is chairman of the
program committee for the 30 October-l November 1980
annual meeting, to be held at the Hospitality House,
adjacent the campus of the College of William and Mary.
The committee consists of Simon; Charles T. Cullen, of
the Papers of Thomas Jefferson; David Greetham, of the

CUNY Graduate Center; and Nathan Reingold, of the
Joseph Henry Papers; with Charles F. Hobson, of the John
Marshall Papers, serving as an advisory member. Program
proposals and suggestions should be sent to John Y. Simon
at the Ulysses S. Grant Association, Morris Library,
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois 62901.

What We Would Have Done Differently
Now That It Is Too Late
LOUIS R. HARLAN and RAYMOND W. SMOCK·

We might as well begin on a note of candor by
admitting the worst error we ever made, for of all the
things that we would have done differently this surely
heads the list. On the errata page of volume 8 appears the
note: "Volume 4, p. 309, n. 1. The man wrongly
identified as Roben Brown Elliott [a black man) was
actually William Elliott, a white man. The letter to BTW,
Apr. 25, 1898, was from Rev. G. M. Elliott of Beaufon,
S.c." Not only had we confused a black man with a white
man and another black man, but in a display of erudition
we gratuitously had mentioned a letter that Elliott - the

·Louis R. Harlan and Raymond W. Smock edit the Booker T.
Washington papers at the University of Maryland. This paper is
adapted from a talk jointly written but delivered by Louis R.
Harlan at a meeting of Washington, D.C., area editors on 20
May 1980. Their ptoject, begun in 1967, will complete its
thineenth and final volume in 1981.

wrong Elliott - wrote to Booker T . Washington founeen
years after our own annotation indicated his death date.
And they say that dead men tell no tales. At least there
were no errata in our erratum. Such a compounding of
errors could only have been achieved by a committee. For
most of our annotations, we are able to trace back
responsibility by checking the raw data notes, but in this
case these had mysteriously disappeared. It all reminds us
of the famous Nast cmoon about the Tweed ring. It shows
a circle of bloated politicians. The caption reads, "Who
Stole the People's Money?" Each man is pointing his
finger at the man on his left. That is our worst error yet,
but we still have to do the cumulative index with its
infinite possibilities.
Without trying to explain away an error that gross, we
can only say that it is the kind of error that occurred only
once, and occurred in spite of our editorial method rather
than because of it. Most of the other outright errors were
less egregious: misspelled names; failure to annotate at
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